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Message from RI State Executive Director J. Eric
Scherer

"The nation that destroys its soil, destroys itself.” - Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, 32nd President of The United States of
America

There is a great deal of information out there, and taking the
time to sort through it, read it, digest it, and act on it is time
consuming. And we never have enough time to do what
we need to do, never mind doing what we want to do.

In this issue of GovDelivery, we are reminding you to “Gear Up
for the 2022 Hurricane Season”. Yes, it's that time of the year

again and while some of you may be still trying to recover from
the last hurricane season, | wanted to share some information

with you that you may not have come across.

| feel fortunate to be working with a great staff here at both the
County and State Offices. And | rely on them to help me keep
up with what's happening close and far from Rhode Island. Sheryl Michener, the County
Executive Director, found the below article and | thought it was timely to send this out to our
land and water-based producers in Kent and Washington Counties who may have been
impacted by Hurricane Ida last year (did a little editing for Rhode Islanders). Occasionally, we
need a helping hand. | hope the following is helpful!

U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) is reminding small businesses, small agricultural
cooperatives, small businesses engaged in aquaculture, and most private nonprofit
organizations that Aug. 1 is the filing deadline for federal economic injury disaster loans due
to remnants of Hurricane Ida on Sept. 1-2, 2021.

Low-interest disaster loans are available in the counties of Kent and Washington in Rhode
Island.

These federal Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDLs) are for working capital needs caused
by the disaster and are available even if the business did not suffer any physical damage.

Loan amounts can be up to $2 million with interest rates of 2.855 percent for small
businesses and 2 percent for private nonprofit organizations, with terms up to 30 years. The
SBA determines eligibility based on the size of the applicant, type of activity and its financial
resources. Loan amounts and terms are set by the SBA and are based on each applicant’s
financial condition. These working capital loans may be used to pay fixed debts, payroll,
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accounts payable, and other bills that could have been paid had the disaster not
occurred. The loans are not intended to replace lost sales or profits.

Applicants may apply online using the Electronic Loan Application (ELA) via SBA’s secure
website at DisasterLoanAssistance.sba.gov/ela/s and should apply under SBA declaration #
17259.

Best,

Eric Scherer

RI State Executive Director, USDA, FSA

USDA reminds producers to file crop acreage
reports

= Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop
acreage reports after spring planting should make an
appointment with the Name County Farm Service Agency (FSA)
" before the applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch
Seds and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and timely acreage
report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage,
can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Rhode Island:

e May 315t Ornamental Nursery

e July 15th, Annuals, Grass, Mixed Forage, Alfalfa, Fruit and Nut Trees and Perennial
Crops and Perennial Forage (except Apples, Cranberries, Grapes and Peaches)

e September 30th, Value Loss Crops such as Aquaculture, Oysters, Floriculture, Turf
grass sod, Christmas Trees, Floriculture (except Chrysanthemums) Mushrooms,
Ginseng

e January 2nd, Honey (beehive colonies )and Maple Sap
e January 15th, Apples Cranberries, Grapes and Peaches
To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.

e Intended use of the crop.

e Number of acres of the crop.

e Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.
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e Planting date(s).
e Planting pattern, when applicable.
¢ Producer shares.
o lIrrigation practice(s).
e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.
Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, acreage
reports should be submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-specific reporting
deadline or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster,
were unable to because of a natural disaster.

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than
15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA'’s Risk
Management Agency.

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage is
reported once and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains in
effect until a change is made. Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for more
information on continuous certification.

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access their
FSA farm records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new feature
will allow producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view other
shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries. This will allow producers to view, print
and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form
FSA-211 Power of Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other signature
types, or as a member of a business can now access information in the farmers.gov portal.

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with
this fact sheet and these video tutorials._

More Information

For questions, please contact the Rhode Island County FSA office at 401-828-3120 Option #
2.
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USDA announces assistance for on-farm food
safety expenses for specialty crop growers

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) plans to provide up to $200
million in assistance for specialty crop producers who incur
eligible on-farm food safety program expenses to obtain or
renew a food safety certification in calendar years 2022 or
2023. USDA’s new Food Safety Certification for Specialty
Crops (FSCSC) program will help to offset costs for specialty
crop producers to comply with regulatory requirements and
market-driven food safety certification requirements, which is part of USDA’s broader effort to
transform the food system to create a more level playing field for small and medium producers
and a more balanced, equitable economy for everyone working in food and agriculture.

Specialty crop operations can apply for assistance for eligible expenses related to a 2022 food
safety certificate issued on or after June 21, 2022, beginning June 27, 2022. USDA is
delivering FSCSC to provide critical assistance for specialty crop operations, with an
emphasis on equity in program delivery while building on lessons learned from the COVID-19
pandemic and supply chain disruptions. Vilsack made the announcement from Hollis, N.H.,
where he toured a local, family-owned farm and highlighted USDA'’s efforts to help reduce
costs for farmers and support local economies by providing significant funding to cut
regulatory costs and increase market opportunities for farmers in New Hampshire and across
the nation.

Program Details

FSCSC will assist specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety
certification and related expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety certification in
calendar years 2022 and 2023. For each year, FSCSC covers a percentage of the specialty
crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their certification, as well as a portion of their
related expenses.

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition
of a small business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses related to the
2022 (issued on or after June 21, 2022) or 2023 certification.

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:

e Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification.
e Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan.

e Food safety certification.

e Certification upload fees.

e Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water.

e Training.
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FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher
payment rate has been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and veteran
farmers and ranchers. Details about the payment rates and limitations can be found

at farmers.gov/food-safety.

Applying for Assistance

The FSCSC application period for 2022 is June 27, 2022, through January 31, 2023, and the
application period for 2023 will be announced at a later date. FSA will issue payments at the
time of application approval for 2022 and after the application period ends for 2023. If
calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding, payments will be prorated.

Interested specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888, Food Safety
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) application. The application, along with
other required documents, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center
nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means.

Producers can visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility
information and forms needed to apply.

USDA has issued more than $4 billion in
Emergency Rellef Program payments to date

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that to date,

' agricultural producers have already received more than $4

Wl . billion through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP),

bt i representing approximately 67% of the more than $6 billion

T e projected to be paid through this first phase of the program. The
& 4 8 U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) mailed out pre-filled

applications in late May to producers with crop insurance who
suffered losses due to natural disasters in 2020 and 2021. Commodity and specialty crop
producers have until July 22 to complete applications.

USDA is implementing ERP and ELRP in two phases, with the first phase utilizing existing
claim data to provide relief expediently, and the second phase focusing on ensuring producers
not covered by other programs receive assistance. For phase one, USDA used crop
insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) claim data.

Both ERP and the previously announced Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) are
funded by the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act,
which President Biden signed into law in 2021. The law provided $10 billion to help
agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other
eligible disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021, of which $750 million is
committed to livestock producers who experienced losses to drought or wildfire in calendar
year 2021. Eligible livestock producers received ELRP payments totaling more than $590
million since the program was rolled out in late March.

Pre-Filled Applications
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Eligible producers with eligible crop insurance claims have received pre-filled applications,
which included eligibility requirements and payment calculations. Producers received a
separate application form for each program year in which they experienced an eligible loss.

Producers should check with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local USDA Service
Center to confirm eligibility and to ensure that all required farm program participation, adjusted
gross income and conservation compliance forms are on file. Producers who have previously
participated in FSA programs likely have these required forms already on file.

ERP provisions allow for a higher payment percentage for historically underserved producers,
including beginning, limited resource, socially disadvantaged and military veteran producers.
To qualify for the higher payment rate, individuals must have a Form CCC-860, Socially
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification on
file.

To receive a payment, producers must complete and submit their forms by the July 22
deadline. Once the completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by the
FSA, producers enrolled in direct deposit should look for their payment within three business
days.

Additional Assistance through Phase One

FSA will be sending pre-filled applications for about 9,000 eligible producers with NAP
coverage in mid-July.

The Federal crop insurance data used to populate ERP phase one pre-filled applications
included claim data on file with USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) as of May 2, 2022.
At that time, claim data for the Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO), Enhanced Coverage
Option (ECO), Stacked Income Protection Plan (STAX), Margin Protection Plan (MP) or Area
Risk Protection Insurance (ARPI) were not complete, so crop/units including these coverage
options were not included in the pre-filled ERP application form. In late summer 2022, updated
claim information will be used to generate a second pre-filled application for those crop/units
with eligible losses on file with RMA not included in the first mailing.

More Information

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event
in calendar years 2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or
NAP coverage was available, except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster
events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze
(including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought and related
conditions.

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase crop
insurance or NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available for the next two available
crop years.

Producers should contact their local Service Center if they have questions. Additionally, other
resources include:
e ERP fact sheet

ERP Webpage
“Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist” blog on farmers.gov

May 16, 2022, news release
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The second phase of both ERP and ELRP will be aimed at filling gaps and providing
assistance to producers who did not participate in or receive payments through the existing
programs that are being leveraged for phase one implementation. Through proactive
communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as
program details are made available.

Five Facts About the United States Drought
Monitor

This is likely no surprise to you, but drought persists across the western U.S. and is
intensifying in some areas. No geographic area is immune to the potential of drought at any
given time. The U.S. Drought Monitor provides a weekly drought assessment, and it plays an
important role in USDA programs that help farmers and ranchers recover from drought.

Fact #1 - Numerous agencies use the Drought Monitor to inform drought-related
decisions.

The map identifies areas of drought and labels them by intensity on a weekly basis. It
categorizes the entire country as being in one of six levels of drought. The first two, None and
Abnormally Dry (DO0), are not considered to be drought. The next four describe increasing
levels of drought: Moderate (D1), Severe (D2), Extreme (D3) and Exceptional (D4).

While many entities consult the Drought Monitor for drought information, drought declarations
are made by federal, state and local agencies that may or may not use the Drought Monitor to
inform their decisions. Some of the ways USDA uses it to determine a producer’s eligibility for
certain drought assistance programs, like the Livestock Forage Disaster

Program and Emergency Haying or Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program acres and to
“fast-track” Secretarial drought disaster designations.

Fact #2 - U.S. Drought Monitor is made with more than precipitation data.

When you think about drought, you probably think about water, or the lack of it. Precipitation
plays a major role in the creation of the Drought Monitor, but the map’s author

considers numerous indicators, including drought impacts and local insight from over 450
expert observers around the country. Authors use several dozen indicators to assess drought,
including precipitation, streamflow, reservoir levels, temperature and evaporative demand, soil
moisture and vegetation health. Because the drought monitor depicts both short and long-term
drought conditions, the authors must look at data for multiple timeframes. The final map
produced each week represents a summary of the story being told by all the pieces of data.
To help tell that story, authors don’t just look at data. They converse over the course of the
map-making week with experts across the country and draw information about drought
impacts from media reports and private citizens.

Fact #3 - A real person, using real data, updates the map.

Each week’s map author, not a computer, processes and analyzes data to update the drought
monitor. The map authors are trained climatologists or meteorologists from the National
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Drought Mitigation Center at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (the academic partner and
website host of the Drought Monitor), the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
and USDA. The author’s job is to do what a computer can’t — use their expertise to reconcile
the sometimes-conflicting stories told by each stream of data into a single assessment.

Fact #4 - The Drought Monitor provides a current snapshot, not a forecast.

The Drought Monitor is a “snapshot” of conditions observed during the most recent week and
builds off the previous week’s map. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts conditions
based on data for the week that ended the preceding Tuesday. Rain that falls on the
Wednesday just before the USDM’s release won'’t be reflected until the next map is published.
This provides a consistent, week-to-week product and gives the author a window to assess
the data and come up with a final map.

Fact #5 — Your input can be part of the drought-monitoring process.

State climatologists and other trained observers in the drought monitoring network relay on-
the-ground information from numerous sources to the US Drought monitor author each week.
That can include information that you contribute.

The Drought Monitor serves as a trigger for multiple forms of federal disaster relief for
agricultural producers, and sometimes producers contact the author to suggest that drought
conditions in their area are worse than what the latest drought monitor shows. When the
author gets a call like that, it prompts them to look closely at all available data for that area, to
see whether measurements of precipitation, temperature, soil moisture and other indicators
corroborate producer-submitted reports. This is the process that authors follow whether they
receive one report or one hundred reports, although reports from more points may help state
officials and others know where to look for impacts.

There are multiple ways to contribute your observations:

1. Talk to your state climatologist - Find the current list at the American Association of
State Climatologists website.

Email - Emails sent to droughtmonitor@unl.edu inform the USDM authors.

Become a CoCoRaHS observer - Submit drought reports along with daily
precipitation observations to the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network.

4. Submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) - go.unl.edu/CMOR.

For more information, read our Ask the Expert blog with a NDMC climatologist or
visit farmers.gov/protection-recovery.

Y

Rhode Island USDA
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60 Quaker Lane

Warwick, Rl 02886

RI'NRCS Field Office: 401-828-1300

RI FSA State Office: 401-828-3120 Option 1

RI FSA County Office: 401-828-3120 Option 2

RI FSA Farm Loan Team: 401-828-3120 Option 3

Risk Management Agency: 919-875-4880

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642
(Relay voice users).




